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n an era based N
Ion production,

a human resource
that adds value to the
Sri Lankan economy has
become a priority. When 70
per cent of the total unemployed
population is unskilled labour, it is
essential to provide skills in sectors
with employment opportunities to make
them a demand-driven workforce. An
extensive network of infrastructure has been
established island wide to address the youth
who are school dropouts as well as to provide
vocational education to the unskilled sections
among the unemployed.However, it does not
provide accurate observation into the quality
and the quantity of client base of that system.
It is in this context, the field of Technical and
Vocational Education Training (TVET) in Sri
Lanka needs to be revisited from various angles.

“Skills Sri Lanka’is the release of a long- term
as well as expeditious process prepared by the
Government to address the issues identified in
the Sri LankaSri Lankan TVETsector. Several
main issues in the field are expected to be solved
by enabling ‘Skills Sri Lanka’ project.

One of them is break the social stigma that
TVET is an option for those who drop out
from the standard education stream.Creating
a sense of professional pride in students as
well as focusing on innovative design service
delivery, and achieving an optimal level of
education by satisfying staff and workplace,
laboratory deficiencies,drawing attention of
both the society and students towards the
courses which have many job opportunities and
enhancing the attractiveness and the capacity of
TVET institutions re another objectives. The
Government has allocated Rs. 3,000 million
for TVET by the 2021 Budget, through which
several programmes are to be conducted from
today.

(Encouragement for TVET students)

From this year, a monthly stipend of Rs. 4,000
will be given to all students who pursue courses
in the fields where workers are most sought
after in the local and foreign job market. It
seeks to recruit unemployed youth in rural and
semi- urban areas for training in these fields,
employ them, turn them into entrepreneurs in
the required areas and minimize the migration
of foreigners to large scale industry / workplace
related jobs in the country. (Government
expenditure is Rs. 1,550 million
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One of the
main reasons for

the youth not to take
TVET courses is the
lack of social recognition.
From this year onwards,

students will be given the

Overalls to train students for

industrial professions, highlight

the importance of entering the

workplace as a modern technician, make them
inspiredof their technical knowledge and create
the mentality of a proud craftsman.

It aims to break away from traditional attitudes
and create a generation of young entrepreneurs
with innovative attitudes through the creation
of a real professional in a reputed industry.
(Government expenditurefor this is Rs.85 million)

The TVETinstitutional system, which has
unlimited resources but has no student or
social attraction, is now in the process of being
integrated into a single model under a ‘single
brand’ to run nearly 1,600 courses in 28 key
areas. The objective of this project is to develop
the TVET institutional system of conducting
courses up to NVQ5/6 levelsat the district level.
As the first step, six technical colleges will be
developed from today.

10 new regional training centers

Studying the shortcomings in the expansion
of available training centre network, steps will
be taken to establish training centres in a way
that students can easily access and the first 10

such centres will be
opened this year.

City Universities

(Facuity of Excellence)

Steps will be taken to start a series of

district level non-resident universities

from 2021 with a focus on technology streams

in addition to the existing university system. The

system will enable those who are unable to enter

universities on the basis of marks and those who

are qualified at the NVQ 5- 6 level in the field
of vocational studies to complete their degrees.

Vocational education in the

Steps will be taken to bring the TVETsector,
which has not adequately exploded to the
public, including young children and parents,
closer to the public through the use of print,
electronic and social media. The theme of
“Skills Sri Lanka’ was created for that purpose
and this newspaper which is being published is
one step in that direction.

Mobile Vocational Training enables to bring
the day-to-day new knowledge in the field
of vocational education closer to the skilled
community in the terminal towns and villages
of the capital and to transform the knowledge
of those with skills in various disciplines into
NVQ level certifiers under the Knowledge
Assessment Method before communicating
about new opportunities. Five units of buses
will be operated island wide from today.
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Undugoda, Kegalle are among Top ten national

winners of the NSF Science Research Projects
Competition (SRPC) 2020
National Science Foundation (NSF) organizes the Science
Research Projects Competition (SRPC) as an annual event.
The project titled, “Landslide monitoring and mitigation
methods to protect villagers living in hill slopes”
conducted by G.A.T. Kuamari, M.A.A.D.Abeyratne, and
M.R.Gayantha, students of Moradana Maha Vidyalaya,
Undugoda was among the top 10 national winners of
the competition held in January 2020. Ms PM.C.S.
Samarakoon was the teacher in-charge while Dr Jagath
Gunathilake of University of Peradeniya wasthe Principal
Supervisor of the project. The study was done at Nikapitiya,
Belihulwana village in Kegalle District which is identified
as an area threatened by frequent landslides. The students
developed Automatic Rainfall Gauge, Arduino based pipe
extensor meter to monitor lateral spreading of landmasses
and the mini extensor meter for monitoring cracks
developed within buildings to give early warnings to the
villagers living in slopes.

Team of Students of MoradanaMaha Vidyalaya,

G.A.T. Kuamari / M.A.A.D.Abeyratne
/M.R.Gayantha

y name is Thivinya Ravindi
MPremaratne. I am currently studying

in the Mathematics stream at Musaeus
College. I started inventing when I was in Grade
5 and now it has become my hobby. Up to now,
I have made six inventions, namely the Burglar
Alarm, Automatic Clothes Line, Lost Key Finder,
Revolving Solar Panel, Multifunctional Gas
Cooker, and the Ventilator mask.
One of the greatest of my successes is receiving
worldwide recognition for my invention, the
multifunctional gas cooker. In terms of National
and All - island competitions, I've received
numerous awards as well. I would like to thank
the Sri Lankan Inventors Commission for giving
me so much of opportunities to showcase my
talents and constantly helping me to develop my
Invention.

Thivinya Ravindi Premaratne
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